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Preaching in Nongoma

On the 1st and the 22nd, I preached at Nongoma.  Sister Nkosi did not come on the 1st because her husband was home for the holiday, but her grandchildren came and brought the song books and the things for the Lords Supper.  I preached about controlling our emotions through our trust in God and thinking ahead.  On the 22nd, I preached about selfishness.  The conclusion is that selfishness just is not worth the price.  A selfish person never gets enough in this life to be satisfied and when he dies, he loses everything and is punished.  If we are happy sharing, we will be blessed in this life and when we die, we will gain everything.
Preaching in White River
On the 8th, I preached at White River, in the Mpumalanga province, again.  This time I preached about bad companions.  The Buchanans had wanted me to preach lessons that would really help the young people there, but I think this lesson helps the older people too.  I really enjoyed my time with them again.
Preaching in Flagstaff

On the 15th and the 29th, I preached in Flagstaff with Sipho Zuma interpreting for me both times.  We have only a few meeting there now.  Several have moved away and some have left us and started worshipping in a denomination that meets in their school.

On the 29th, only the young man, Zamile, and the young lady who cooks for us, Ayanda, were present at the beginning of the service.  However, a young man came in for most of the service and then two more came for the class at the end.  I preached the sermon about selfishness and since we had some visitors, I decided to teach the class on Romans 6.  The young men seemed to understand it well, but there were no questions afterward.  As we were on the way home, we received a phone call that one of the young men wanted to be baptized, so we turned around and gave them a ride to the water.  Thembinkosi reports that he was present the next Sunday which is a good sign.  If I remember correctly, the young man’s name is Xolisa (approximately ko-LEES-a).
Teaching in Eshowe

In the Wednesday night men’s class, we had a long discussion about “uninspired words in the Bible” such as, “You will not surely die,” spoken by Satan.  Some of the men had a hard time with this idea, but I think it was helpful.  After that, we discussed different study helps such as dictionaries, concordances, encyclopedias, commentaries, and maps.  We have talked about what they are good for and how to use them.
The Friday young people’s class has been going well.  I am just hitting the highlights of the Bible stories so that that they will have a framework in their mind on which to place the details.  We have finished the taking of the land of Canaan now.  During the holidays, our attendance was low, but Brother Langa’s children are always there.
Other News

One Thursday in April, I went with Mzwandile to his class in Empangeni.  That class meets in the home of a woman and her daughter who were converted through the class and are worshipping with the church at Richards Bay.  They had taken a young lady with them to church the previous Sunday and she had some questions for Mzwandile.  “Why is there only one person praying at a time with an interpreter?”  She was used to everyone praying their own prayer out loud at the same time.  So Mzwandile explained from 1 Corinthians 14 that we must be able to understand what is prayed so that we can say the “Amen” at the end.  “Why is baptism so important?”  So Mzwandile explained about heaven and hell and how Jesus said that those who believe and are baptized will be saved (Mark 16:16).  Then he asked her if she wanted to do that.  “Yes.”  “Today?”  “Today, now.”  So we are rejoicing with her.

Unfortunately her mother forbade her from attending the services of the church, but Mzwandile was able to have a short conversation with her mother recently and now her mother says that she must go to church.  Parents here often do not use good sense in their decisions.

My grandfather has begun teaching New Testament Greek to Mzwandile and me.  We are not very far, so I only know the alphabet and a couple of grammatical rules now.  I am enjoying it, but it is not easy to motivate myself to do the homework.  Hopefully this study will help me in some way.

Plans

Mzwandile and I are hoping to hold a two week tent meeting at Nongoma from May 28 until June 1.  Now that they have electricity in that area, many people in the community will probably stay at home watching television, but I think we will still have a good turnout.

During the first week in July, the church in Eshowe is planning to have a meeting with David Beckley.  I am really looking forward to that.  I don’t remember every having heard a lesson from him that did not do me a lot of good.

Finances
“For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales and lay them at the apostles' feet, and they would be distributed to each as any had need.” (Acts 4:34-35)
I believe that one of the reasons the gospel was able to spread so fast in the early days of the church was because of the generosity of God’s people.  The Christians made sure that all their brethren had what they needed, including the preachers who made telling others about the gospel their primary work.  You good brethren are continuing that wonderful tradition today and I sincerely thank you for it.
Regular Support April
Skyline Drive church of Christ, Warrior, AL             $   150

Edwards Lake church of Christ, Birmingham, AL             1,500

Westview church of Christ, Athens, AL                       400

Wilsonville church of Christ, Wilsonville, AL               500

Tomlinson Run church of Christ, Pennsylvania                200

South Tuscaloosa church of Christ, Tuscaloosa, AL           200

Timothy and Tiffany Morgan, Fayetteville, AR                100

TOTAL REGULAR SUPPORT                                   $ 3,050
Prayers Needed for the African Brethren and the Lost
· The church at Flagstaff. The Christians in Flagstaff are still struggling, some are moving, and some new Christians are being converted.  Please continue your prayers for them.
· Please pray for the continued benefit of the Friday young people’s class.  The young people enjoy it and they are remembering much of what we are studying.  I hope that it will give them a framework on which to build in their bible studies throughout their lives.
· New Christians in Richards Bay.  The church in Richards Bay is continuing to grow due to the work of Mzwandile teaching classes down there, David Ngonyama and Shadrack Shabalala doing their work with the church and teaching classes, and some of the active members who are arranging many of the studies.  We rejoice in this and pray for their continued growth and the growth of all the new converts.
· Upcoming tent meetings.  We are planning to start our tent meetings at the end of May in Nongoma.  We will certainly appreciate prayers for the success of that meeting in teaching the lost and encouraging the brethren who are there.









